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Jasma of the Ode tribe of Gujarat is remembered for 
her loyalty to her husband,. for her fearless conduct in 
the face of the might of King Siddharaj Jaisingh and 
for her love of the rugged life of the nomadic Odes. 


Many a folksong is sung about her, to this day, 
Gujarat and Rajasthan: 


п 


According to the legend, їп ап earlier birth, Jasma was 
an apsara (celestial nymph) and had been sent to 
earth by Indra to distract the meditation of sage Nala. 
The enraged sage cursed her. She would be born in 
the poor nomadic community of Odes and be forced 
то marry an agly man. It was in fulfilment of this curse 


that she was inarried to Rupa, the ugly son of Bhalo 
Bhand. 


A wandering bard of King Siddharaj Jai Singh's court 
chanced to see Jasma and he described what he saw 
10 his king when he returned to the court. The king 
had to see the dazzling beauty. When he did,he was 
captivated. by her beauty and offered to marry her; to 
make her the queen of Gujarat. Jasma looked at him 
in disdain, spurned his offer and rebuked him for having 
cherished such evil thoughts. This dialogue between 
1he King and Jasma forms, perhaps, the most eloquent 
part of the folksongs and is sung with deep feeling by 
the inspired villagers. 
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МОПРа want РЕ" Scion De зале Мы Өскен ЕЕ 


JASMA 


JASMA WAS THE DAUGHTER. 
OF NAYAK DALO DHAND „СМЕЕ 
OR THE NOMADIC ODE TRIBE. 


ee) € 


FAIR AND PRETTY 
AS SHE I5. = 


THEN LET 
Ub CALL 
HER JASMA. 


UNFORTUNATELY FOR ЧАБМИ, | 
HER MOTHER. DIED WHEN SHE 
WAS JUST A TODDLER. 


JASMA. | MUST 

MARRY AGAIN AND 

BRING A MOTHER. 
FOR YOU. 


ИЕ ЕГІН | IÍ | 
T cw m 
они, YOU WILL FET 80. m 
5 ык OP AT 


SE ee 
Коо 
N E 


FROM THE DAY SHE SET EYES ON 

HER, DAL! DISLIKED JASMA AND. 

| OFTEN ILL-TRENTED HER. јот 
2 


/ 


p^. ТНЇЧК- I'VE 
У NOTHING ELSE TO 


AS JASMA GREW UP, DAL/'S DISLIKE TURNED INTO JEALOUS HATRED, FOR JASMA) 
WAS EASILY THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRL IN THE ODE TRIBE. SHE SCOLDED HER. 


LAZY GIRL.NO WONDER 1 DIDN'T SAY 
YOUR HANDS REMAIN 1 WOULDN'T; 
SOFT AND WHITE.6O. MOTHER... 


JASMA,THE ROUGH ROPE 
WILL CUT YOUR DELICATE 
HANDS. LET ME HELP YOU. 


T ez ада 


EV/L DALI WAS WAITING FOR. 


THIS 19 THE OPPORTUNITY. | 


Aa 


THESE WERE THE Я [sue тиемео то DALO. 


J wir явайт mv 

= сопан,внчо ЇЇ 
GHAND'S SON,RuPh t 
1CAN GET COUSIN 
ALO TO AGREE 


КИРА ISA 
CRIPPLE! 


WE EXPECT 
ANYTHING 
BETTER. 

WHEN WE 
HAVE NO 
DOWRY TO 
OFFER? 


DALO WAS SILENT. DALI DID МОТ GIVE UP. 


YOU INVITE TH 
HERE. ГЫ DO 
THE REST. _ 
FORGIVE 
И МЕ JASMA. 
TAM 
HELPLESS, 


Em 


TELL COUSIN 
DALI THAT WE | 
WILL COME 


лаа‏ ا 
TOO WONDER. 1‏ | 
THERE WAS NEVER‏ 
MUCH LOVE LOST‏ 
BETWEEN US.‏ 


1 


[уме 
| FIND dur 


1 WONDER TOMORROW. 


WHAT!YOU OFFER | 
JASMA,THE BEAUTY OF 


IN FACT IT WASTO 
TALK ABOUT HER 

THAT 1 CALLED YOU 
HERE. WOULD YOU 
ACCEPT HER AS A 
WIFE FOR БИРА? 


SHE HAS 


EVIL WOMAN HER INTENTIONS: 
ARE NOT GOOD. BUT JASMA WILL) 
ВЕ FAR HAPPIER AS MY 
SON'S WIFE, CRIPPLED THOUGH 
НЕ BE, THAN SHE HAS BEEN 
WITH HER STEP-MOTHER.. 


| WILL NOT LET DALI GET 
OFF LIGHTLY THOUGH 


WHEN DALI LOOKED AT HER 


Zr 


| НОуглацсн с 


5! 


YOU WILL HAVE 
TO GIVE AT LEAST 


А FEW HEAD OF 


CATTLE OR I WILL 
NOT ACCEPT YOUR, 


DAUGHTER FOR 


BALD WAS PRINED BY THE 
WHOLE TRANSACTION. НЕ 
TURNED TO BHALO. 
COUSIN, YOU KNOW THAT. 
ALLI HAVE 16 FOR обема. 
1 HAVE ONE HEAD ОРСЯТ- 
TLE, PLEASE ACCEPT IT 
AND LOOK AFTER my 
LITTLE 

FLOWER, 


CATTLE OR NO 
CATTLE,JASIA 4 


CAN YOU ом 


— 
| WOULD GIVE 
MORE FOR JASMA, 
ЕВ.ВИТ WE 
LOST ALL OUR 
CATTLE iN THE LAST 
FAMINE.WE HAVE 


BY он cop! му 
A HUSBAND IS A 
CRIPPLE! WHAT 


А CRUE 


SHE CONTROLLED HERSELF, HOWEVER, AND WENT THROUGH THE 
THAT NIGHT WHEN SHE SAW His FACE CLEARLY FOR THE FIRST TIME, SHE BROKE DOWN. _ 


~ | 


RUPA’S HIDEOUS FORM, HOWEVER. 


HID A SN 


AT ا‎ SEAS 


JASMA WAS MOVED BY HIS WORDS. ASHAMED. Т AM SORRY, RUPA 

OF HERSELF, SHE FELL AT HIS FEET. ! SHOULD Ask YOUR 

У ; FORGIVENESS. | WILL 

) ВЕ А LOYAL УМЕЕ ТО 

YOU AND WILL LOOK 
AFTER ALL YOUR, 

NEEDS. 


F GUJARAT 
HAPPENED ТО PAS! 
THE ODE CAMP. 


WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL 


SHE 15 ASMA. 
NAYAK DALO’S 


DALIGHT 
RUPA'S WIFE 


THE KING'S CURIOSITY WAS BROUSED.| | вит "must see 


THEN SUMMON 
HER TO THE 
PALACE. 


THE ODES ARE NOMADS, 
YOUR MAJESTY,AND 
INDEPENDENT OF SPIRIT. 


MEANWHILE, THERE WAS 8 TERRIBLE FAMINE IN SOME PARTS OF ЕА 5) 


THE ODES WERE BADLY HIT BY IT AND NAYAK DALO WAS ANKIOUS. 
IR S 


DYING WITHOUT | AND ALL CONSTRUCTION 


FODDER. Ñ HAS BEEN STOPPED. OUR FAMILIES 


ARE а б 


ЕТ! 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
THE ODES ARE. 
BADLY IN NEED 
OF WORK ЛЕ YOUR 
MAJESTY САМ 
PROVIDE IT,THE 
ODES WILL COME 

| TO РАТАМ. : 


Wiad) LEARNT OF THE PLIGHT OF THE ODES. HE WENT TO THE KING. 


You пке. NOT 
ONLY А GOOD 
POET BUT ALSO 

А BRILLIANT MAN, 

УМАЈ 


REVIVE THE PLAN TO 
CONSTRUCT THE 
SAHASRA: 
LAKE. 
HERALDS TO ALL 
THE TRIBAL 
VILLAGES 
CALLING FOR 
LABOUR. 


THE KING 15 CONSTRUCTING 
А LAKE.COME TO PATAN. 
YOU WILL BE PAID GOOD 
WAGES FOR YOUR WORK. 


қылы мы АДИ 
Е HERALDS REACHED THE CAMP OF THE PROMO ODES ТОО. BUT = 


THIS SOUNDS NLMOST LIKE A 
ROYAL SUMMONS. IF WE 60, 
WE WILL BE BOWING 

TO THE WILL OF 

THE KING.WE WILL 
NO LONGER BE 


TIMES WILL. 
IMPROVE, 


BUT TIMES ONLY GREW FROM BAD TO WORSE. AT LAST IN SHEER 
DESPERATION, THE PROUD ODES MADE A DECISION. 
ALL RIGHT, LET US 60 


ТО PATAN. BUT WE 

WILL CAMP ON THE 
OUTSKIRTS OF 
THE CAPITAL. 


ONE EVENING, 
| обув LATER, 

JIVAJI RAN — 

EXCITEDLY TO your 

THE KING. ё At 
THEY'VE COME!) 
THE ODES HAVE 
СОМЕ ТО WORK 

АТ THE SITE. 


FE 


RLY THE NE: ING, AS USUAL, THE FING RODE 
OUT TO THE SITE WITH HIS MINISTER ND МЯ 


THE ODES? / | | MINISTER 


WHERE ARE J| | THE KING TURNED TO HIS 
RES TI] 


THAT GROUP 
WORKING OVER 
THERE. THEY ARE 


THE MINISTER RETURNED WITH NAYAK DALO OHAND. 


so THIS Wso you Are NAYAK 
19 THE 


WHERE DO 
хой LIVE? 


= 7 IN THOSE HUTS, = 
— { OVER THERE, YOUR. 
MAJESTY. 
22232257 


саж 


THE NEXT DAY, KING RODE TO THE SIE 


= 
MY GOD! WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL CREATURE! 
SHE MUST BE A 


GODDESS. 9 


JASMAL 
YES, WHO ELSE. 
COULD IT BE? 


DELICATE ONE, YOU JR 5 V MAY LOOK DELICATE, 
REMINI 0 KING, BUT | WORK 
өмі 5 HARD TO EARN 

му LIVING, 


[ ‘SAY YOU WILL BECOME 


MINE AND 1 WILL TAKE 
мом TO му PALACE! 


| come WITH me, 
дема: YOU WILL 
NEVER HAVE TO WORK 


фе 
СІ 
TO RI 


e li 
a 
fu 


LIVE IN 
my HUT. 


HA! HA! HA! WHAT $ 
WOULD | DO WITH 
А KINGDOM? 4 


J vou овке. 
И | TOUCH МЕ 


MARRIED 
WOMAN, 


ЗАВМА OF THE ODES, 


THEN 1 WILL 
KILL YOUR 
HUSBAND. 


KILL ВИРА AND OUR 
TRIBE WILL RISE 

AS ONE TO AVENGE 
THE MURDER. 


THEN 1 WILL 
SLAUGHTER THE 
ENTIRE TRIBE... 


AND HAVE 
POSTERITY 
SPIT ON YOUR 
NAME FOR. 
SPILLING INNO- 
CENT BLOOD 2 


KILL RUPA, THE HUSBAND, 
OF JASMA,THE ODE, 


THE SPURNED KING RODE AWRY, 
BENT ОМ MARING PEN HIS 


TLL SPARE THE 
TRIBE BUT PLL 
KILL HER HUSBAND 
AND МАКЕ HER MINE. 


COMMAND, 
YOUR 
MAJESTY. 


THE CHIEF OF THE RDS AND HIS MEN RODE QUT TO 
THAT PART OF TH WHERE THE ODES WERE WORKI/ 


HUSBAND 9 THE KING HAS, 
ORDERED HIS DEATH! 


THERE | 


CATCH HIM. 


Уди CANT 
KILL RUPA.HE 
HAS DONE NO 
WRONG. WAIT. 


FOR n REPLY THE CHIEF OF THE GUARDS 
AND HIS МЕМ TURNED THEIR HORSES... 


you WILLY & 
PAY FOR N 
THIS WITH. 
YOUR LIFE, 


YOU WILL HAVE TO 
CONTEND WITH THE 
ROYAL ARMY FIRST, 


= LETS 

| WHAT SHALL we po? Е ATTACK, 
WHAT CHANCE HAVE must BEFORE 
WE AGAINST THE FIGHT. THEY DO! 
WELL-EQLIPPED En 


ROYAL ARMY? 


THE ODES WENT INTO THEIR HUTS AND CAME OUT WITH 
THEIR WEAPONS. JUST THEN AN ODE CAME RUNNING LIP. 


THEY HAVE NOT 
WASTED ANY TIME. 
THE KING'S ARMY. 


" ONWARD, МУ. 
MI EP \ Ñ WE WILL FIGHT 
ЕЕ 277 > TO A FINISH. / 


4 VENGEANCE. 


THE KING'S ARMY WAS NO MATCH FOR THEM. THE SOLDIERS LOST HEART. 


AT THIS RATE NOT A ) (LET'S RETREAT BEFORE WEVE ROUTED 
SINGLE ONE OF US ITs TOO LATE. _„ THE KING'S 
WILL BE LEFT ж. 2 =Z ЗЕ 


ALINE, 


WHEN THE CONOR OF THE. 
ARMY SAW HIS MEN RETREAT... 


THE CHE 


SUN. CANTO кәне 
ЕЕ OF THE GUAR 
BHALO BHAND: =R 


„THER 
ARMI, DO 


AND WITHOUT GIVING BHALO 


8 CHANCE ТО 
DEFEND HiMSELF) 
| НЕ KILL ED THE 
BRAVE ODE. 


WHEN THEY SAW BHALO BHAND FALL THE ODES 
LOST THEIR MORALE. BUT NAYAK DALO DHAND 


| 25 NOT PERMIT THEM TO RETREAT. 277 


DON'T GIVE UP, MY 
MEN. RUPP'S MURDER, 
MUST BE AVENGED. 


дем THe COMMANDER нелер DALO,HE CHARGED UP TO h 
== TREE 7 


SURRENDER 
OR DIE! 


кА ta, 


JASMA REFUSED TO EVEN MOVE, 


ТАМ AN ODE. RN ODE. 
NEVER RUNS AWAY! 

1 WILL JOIN МУ, 
MUSBAND. 


A CRY WENT UP FROM ALL 


МЕ SAW, НЕ TURNED FU 


57 THEN THE KING RODE UP TO THE SITE. SHOCKED BY 
/SLY UPON THE CHIEF OF THE GUARDS. 


BT 


ZX, \ ORDERED YOU TO CAPTURE 
< THEM ALNE. 2 
д — — 


WHY DID YOU KILL THESE 


INNOCENT TRIBALS? | ONLY 


PREFERRED DEI 
TO CAPTIVITY. 


SPE SPREE RSEN: 


THE 
GLARED MOCKINGLY AT | | 


му KINGDOM 15 DOOMED, 
THE GREAT KING u 


AS THE FLAMES ENVELOPED JASMA:) 


Wi am LALDEV, INDRAS)) 
MESSENGER. I HAVE 
COME TO TAKE YOU, 
ТО HEAVEN. < 


LALDEV WAS STRUCK 
BY HER LOYALTY. 


THEN | SHALL V^" 
BRING THEM 
BACK TO LIFE. 


ASA Ur. Tie DOES 


| WHEN JASMA SAW HER NEAR AND DEAR ONES ALIVE AGAIN , SHE TURNED TO 
шэн xou may erm үүн 
GOOD SIR, | АМ GRATEFUL JASMA.THE DOORS Үд ВЭЭ 


you. СОМЕ 
NOU ARE КЕ 


Хой коё your 
ы VIRTUES. 


TREAD AMAR 
CHITRA 
KATHA! 
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